BLOOMINGTON HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 13, 2008

March 13, 2008

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MAIN LEVEL

CALL TO ORDER


Present


Absent

Chairperson Otis Evans, Sr.

Vice Chair Cathy Ahart

Commissioner David Bentlin

Commissioner Anthony Jones

Commissioner Neal Shah

Commissioner Gwen Thornton

Staff – Ernestine Jackson

The February meeting of the Bloomington Human Relations Commission was called to order by Chair Evans at 7:00 pm.

Approval of January 9, 2008 Minutes

Minutes were approved by voice vote.

Case Summary Report

Jackson stated that she submitted the case report in summary form.

Case No 07 E20 YTD20 – Case dismissed as a no probable cause finding.

Case No 08 PA01 YTD01 – Case Dismissed as a no probable cause finding.
Case No 07 E22 YTD22 – Case dismissed as a no probable cause finding.

Chair Evans asked about the Schrock and the Le Peep cases. She stated that they both were in the legal department. The Commission asked that a letter be sent to legal requesting closure to both cases. The Schrock case has been open for over 6 years. Chair Evans was asked to send a letter to Todd Greenburg requesting that the monetary award and the fine be collected from Mr. Schrock. 
Contract Compliance

Jackson stated that she will begin the yearly update on all contractors. Letters will go out to all of the contractors that have done business with the city. A review of the workforce of each contractor and vendor will be done. If there are problems the Contractor/Vendor will be notified. A report will be sent to the Commission after all information is submitted.

Jackson stated that the Illinois Department of Human Rights has contacted IMHRA regarding the issue of contract compliance. Rocco Clap, the Director stated that IDHR had been getting complaints from cities regarding contract compliance. He stated that IDHR will be holding a meeting with each city and will be more involved with the contract compliance process. All cities’ has to have an IDHR number if they are receiving federal or state funds. This allows IDHR to monitor the contract compliance in all of the cities in the state.

Mr. Clap and the Contract Compliance Division will be meeting with IMHRA at their next meeting to go over the procedure that they will be using to monitor each city.

Old Business

Calendar of Events – A sample of a calendar was placed in the Commissioner’s packets. The Commission will be putting together a calendar of events for the Bloomington area. The calendar will be used to inform citizens of events. It can also be used so that multiple events will not end up on the same days. 

The calendar will follow the fiscal year of the CITY OF BLOOMINGTON. Commissioners will be assigned to begin working on the calendar. Chair Evans stated that Vice Chair Ahart was assigned to head the committee.
Minority Business Directory- Commissioner Jones is in charge of the update of the directory. Jackson stated that she would send out the letters to all of the companies listed in the booklet.

Commissioner Shah asked if the form was on the website. 

Jackson stated that the form is attached to the last page of the directory.

Commissioner Shah stated that the form should be separated out from the booklet.

Jackson will get with the webmaster and have the form separated out from the booklet. She also stated the letter will let persons know that the form can be accessed from the website.

Commissioner Retreat – Commissioners will check their calendars and bring available dates to the next meeting. 

Dr. King Luncheon Follow-up – Jackson stated that the bill for the food came in from the Interstate Center. The first bill was for $13,000.00. She stated that both she and Jennifer thought that the bill was much too high. After the Interstate Center recognized that they had charged us for the dinner price instead of the luncheon price, the bill was recalculated. 
Jennifer and I discussed with them about the poor service that we received. Many did not get their lunch until the speaker began to speak. By then the food was cold and in some cases not edible. Also, they charged $1,000.00 for the pies. We were told that the bill would be discussed with the manger of the facility.  Later we were told that the bill would be lowered to $9,000 +.

Jackson stated that since Commissioner Bentlin was unable to attend the Commission meeting, he left an email to have the commission consider having a coloring contest by students and using the winning entry be displayed as part of the center piece on the tables and also used as the Dr. King Program Booklet cover. This would encourage students and parents to become actively involved in the King Luncheon.
The commission will pursue this and make some decisions about what grades they would want to target for next year’s event.

The Interstate Center stated that this was the first time they used their people instead of contracting out the food service, so they were working through the problems. 

Jackson asked that the Commissioner’s begin thinking about the speaker for next year. She stated that many of the speakers have increased their fee and travel has gone up. Jackson stated that she has tried again to secure the grandson of Ghandi, but was unable to do so because he is in India during the month of January. He lives in Tennessee so travel is not an issue.

New Business

The Commission discussed the rally that will be held on ISU’s campus regarding racist literature that is being placed around campus.  

Jackson indicated that the Bloomington Library had contacted her because they are finding the KKK literature in the bathrooms. 

Some commissioners will attend the rally at ISU.

Committee Reports

No Reports

Audience Participation

None

Adjournment
